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The Hazard Grid
Identifying the severity and priority of hazards

When you find a hazard, ask yourself these questions: 
How likely is an accident? How severely could it hurt someone?

Likelihood & severity
	How likely?
	How severe?

	!!!
	Hazards that could kill or cause serious injury or permanent disability or ill health
	++
	Very likely or
could happen frequently

	!!
	Hazards that might cause someone to be off work for several days
	+
	Likely or
could happen occasionally

	!
	Hazards that might cause someone to need first aid
	–
	Unlikely or
could happen, but only rarely

	
	
	– –
	Very unlikely or
probably will not happen




Priority of control

	How likely is it to hurt someone?


	Kill or disable

!!!
	Several days off

!!
	First aid

!

	Very likely
++

Could happen frequently
	1
	2
	3

	Likely
+

Could happen occasionally
	1
	3
	4

	Unlikely
–

Could happen, but rarely
	2
	4
	5

	Very Unlikely
– –

Probably will not happen
	3
	5
	6


The size of the numbers indicates the urgency with which action must be taken to remove the hazard:

1
means do something immediately!!!

6
means do something when possible

Now it’s time for you to rate or prioritise the hazards you could experience in a child care environment.

How urgently would you deal with these hazards? 
Complete the Hazard Grid below (one example has already been done for you):

· Read each of the 5 scenarios.

· Decide what the hazard is for each one and write it onto the grid.

· Determine the severity of the hazard and write it onto the grid.

· Determine the likelihood of the hazard and write it onto the grid.

· Use your severity and likelihood ratings to decide the priority (from 1 to 6) with which action should be taken and write that number onto the grid. 

	Hazard identified
	Why it is a hazard?
	How likely?
	How severe?
	Priority of control
	How can the hazard be fixed?

	Plate glass door at foot of stairs
	Someone could trip & fall against it & smash the glass.
	!!!
	+
	1
	Safety glass in door, safety treads on steps

	The outside shed has trikes and other equipment all over the floor, including many pieces of broken equipment
	
	
	
	
	

	The cement path from the gate to the front door of the centre has cracked and part of it has subsided.
	
	
	
	
	

	The floor in the children’s bathroom becomes very slippery when wet.
	
	
	
	
	

	Parents leave their prams/strollers in the passage at the centre during the day.
	
	
	
	
	

	Two double adaptors are being used in the same power point.
	
	
	
	
	






































PAGE  
[image: image2.jpg]



© Commonwealth of Australia | Licensed under AEShareNet – S Licence

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]