Language Study

‘Language acquisition is essentially a social activity, not an academic one. As a result, gaining proficiency in the language is normal for the person who is deeply contexted and has his sense of belonging in the new society. But language study will often be a burden and frustration for one who is bonded to other foreign missionaries’
. The WEC orientation program, from the point of the orientees questioned, gives help in acquiring language in line with this statement. An excellent example of this is one orientee who said that the most effective element of the program for them was ‘Being required to move from the comfort zone of a town with many expatriates to a new town with mainly [local] contacts’. Several wrote that it was effective that they lived in a village-like community with local people, including one worker who had a local live with him/her in the same house. Eighty per cent of orientees said they were helped greatly or to some degree in bonding with local through the program.

Orientees also wrote that the ‘formal’ language course
 was useful for them, writing that the curriculum and teachers were good. One element of this language course is also a study in the culture, and this area scored highly
 in regards to its effectiveness in preparing workers
. Cultural understanding is a vital element to continue teaching on, as Dye pointed out – ‘One can know the language perfectly, but be unable to communicate genuinely with others…It (language learning) requires learning the host culture’
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